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Keynotes: This year’s keynotes were given 
by pastors in our synod. Emmanuel Jack-
son, son of a Lutheran pastor in Liberia, 
talked about Leadership as Evangelism. He 
used the story of the men who tore open 
the roof to let a paralytic down to Jesus, to 
challenge us to be true leaders: to seek 
unconventional ways to bring people to 
Jesus. 

Pastor Stephen Cauley and Karen Landahl 
addressed Justice as Evangelism. Pastor 
Kerry Nelson addressed Stewardship as 
Evangelism. Bishop Rinehart gave a State 
of the Synod address challenging the synod 
to growth. 

Resolutions: The assembly passed resolu-
tions for the formation of congregational 
justice teams, the adoption of a core state-
ment on immigrants and refugees and on 
the synod becoming a community of mu-
tual respect. Resolutions affirming the 
Sexuality Study and the Ministry Policy Rec-
ommendations passed. Resolutions memo-
rializing the Churchwide Assembly in Au-
gust to require a 2/3 vote for any changes 
in policy were defeated.  

Find out more about Synod Assembly at 
www.GulfCoastSynod.org/
SynodAssembly2009.htm. 

Thank You: Thanks to all who helped make 
this an upbeat, well-organized and energiz-
ing assembly: Pr. Chris Markert, Linda 
Mosley, Pr. David Hansen, Beth Hartfiel, 
Gary Tamburello, Pam Tamburello, Joyce 
Kuhlman, Darrell Reimer, David Hollrah, 
Tom Mulder, Melissa Minieri, Mandy Fau-
cett, Bp. Rinehart, the staff and council and 
many others who helped in a myriad of 
ways! 

Meet Evan Moilan, if you 
haven’t already. Evan was 
elected our new Synod Vice 
President at this year’s 
Assembly. Executive 
Director of Lutherhill 
Ministries (our outstanding 
camp in LaGrange, Texas), 
Evan was formerly Director 
of the Lutheran Campus 
Ministry at Arizona State 
University. He holds a B.A. 
in Early Childhood Education and has 
Masters work in Non-Profit 
Management, both from Arizona State 
University. He also holds a Professional 
Certificate in Non-profit Management 
from the University of Texas.  

Welcome to the following who were also 
elected to Synod Council: 

¶ Ms. Grace Taylor Banks 

¶ Ms. Jennifer Grove, and  

¶ Mr. Don Hodde 

Remaining on Synod Council: 

¶ Mr. Kurt Goedecke 

¶ Mr. David Hollrah 

¶ Pr. Pete Lopez 

¶ Pr. Robin McCullough-Bade 

Assembly Elects New Synod VP 
¶ Mr. Arthur Murphy,          

¶ Ms. Sue Moehring 

¶ Bp. Mike Rinehart 

¶ Pr. Barb Simmers 

¶ Pr. David Tart, and  

¶ Ms. Karee Lynn Viergutz 

Bishop Rinehart has appointed 
Mr. Paul Monroe treasurer 
until an election at next year’s 
synod assembly. Mr. Arwin 
Strehlow was thanked at 
synod assembly for six years of 
service.  

Ms. Erika Canham was thanked for her 
six years serving as Vice President. Also 
going off council were Nancy Cook and 
Darrell Reimer.  

Pr. Heath Abel, Ms. Nancy Cook and Mr. 
Hilmar Flowers were elected to the 
Consultation Committee. Pr. Harvey 
Bongers, Ms. Kathleen Johnson, Mr. Matt 
Kindsvatter and Pr. Liz Stein were elected 
to the Committee on Discipline. 

At the end of June the synod staff met at  
Lutherhill for the Council/Staff Retreat. 
They set goals for the year and worked 
out how to  best do their work. 
Information on the Synod Council can be 
found at www.GulfCoastSynod.org/
council.htm.  

Mr. Evan Moilan 

Thank you for your generosity! This 
year’s Synod Assembly offerings were for 
the struggling pastors of our companion 
synod in Peru, and for ministries in our 
companion synod in the Central African 
Republic. Also, those whose cell phones 
went off during worship or business 
sessions were fined a “donation” for 
world hunger. 

Synod Assembly Offerings 
$3,036.26, Thursday Opening Worship at 

St. Martin’s Lutheran Church 

$1,845.61, Friday Mid-day Eucharist  

$1,906.76, Saturday Closing Worship 

$120.00, World Hunger cell phone 
άŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎέ 

Total: $6,908.63! 

Outrageous Scandal: Living Like Jesus 

 



Leadership Summits this Fall will equip congregations 
for evangelism, re-rooting 

Our biennial churchwide 
assembly will be held in 
Minneapolis in a few 
weeks. Central Lutheran 
Church, the largest 
Cathedral-style sanctuary 
in North America, is 
hosting opening worship 
on Saturday. Carlos Peña, 
member of First Lutheran 
in Galveston, is up for re-
election as ELCA Vice 
President.  

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǾƻǘŜŘ ƻƴΚ 

The key topics planned for discussion at 
this assembly are as follows:  

¶ "Confessing Our Faith Together," a 
proposal for full communion between 
the ELCA and the United Methodist 
Church 

¶ "Human Sexuality: Gift 
and Trust," a proposed 
ELCA social statement 

¶ "Report and 
Recommendation on 
Ministry Policies" from 
the Task Force on Human 
Sexuality 

¶ Fundraising proposal 
for a churchwide HIV and 
AIDS strategy 

¶ Proposal for further 
development of a 
Lutheran Malaria 
Initiative 

For schedule, voting matters, media 
information and more, visit 
www.elca.org/assembly. 

Central Lutheran Church 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

ELCA Youth Gathering 
in Our Synod in July 

REVEAL: Youth Worker Training 

WHO:  Your TEAM of adults who work 
 with Jr. high and Sr. high students 

WHAT:   Youth Worker Training, Bible 
 study, worship, and renewal 

WHEN:   Friday, August 21 to Saturday, 
 August 22 

WHERE:  Camp Lutherhill in La Grange, TX 
KEY NOTE SPEAKER: Eric Hamrick 
An associate with the Youth & Family Institute 
and full-time youth minister in 
the congregation, Eric brings a 
wealth of knowledge around 
ministry with boys, leadership 
development, and working in 
the community. 

REGISTRATION: Open online 
now through August 4 at www.soggyshoes.org.  

QUESTIONS?  Contact Pastor Brad Otto at 
pastorbrad12@mac.com 

More than 36,000 people will be showing 
up on our turf in July – certainly the big-
gest party we have ever hosted!  Here are 
a few things we are doing to get ready for 
them to come – can you help? 

Preparing Servant Projects – right now we 
have over 90 organizations in New Orleans 
that expect volunteers from the Gathering 
to serve! Adult volunteers are still needed. 
Contact peggy@gulfcoastsynod.org. Hous-
ing is available at Tulane University for $20 
per night. 

Financially Supporting Projects - serving 
others costs money. Please, go to the ELCA 
website and make a donation of any 
amount to help us fund the supplies. Check 
out the gift-giving catalog at  http://
archive.elca.org/scriptlib/DS/giving/
youthgiving_gift.asp 

Intentional Prayer – please, keep us in 
your prayers as we continue to prepare for 
our guests.  

 

Two Dates Available 
NEW ORLEANS 
September 11-12, 2009 
Christ the King, Kenner 

HOUSTON 
August 28-29, 2009 
Covenant, Houston 

Fridayς Professional Leaders:  

Pastors, AiMs, SAMs, Deaconesses, 
Diaconal Ministers , Church Staff 

11:30-1:00 Registration 
Noon-1:00 Lunch 
1:00-1:15 Devotions 
1:15-2:30 Keynote Speaker:  Who’s in 
your neighborhood? Come find out!  
(And learn how it impacts your ministry 
context.) 
2:30-4:00 Conversation with the 
Bishop:  Sexual Misconduct, Cultural 
Awareness, RE-ROOTING, Financial 
Concerns & more 
4:00ς4:30  Networking/Dinner  

SAVE THE DATE 
Next TX-LA Gulf Coast Synod Assembly τ April 16-18, 2010 

Sheraton, New Orleans  

Saturdayς Leaders of all ages:  

Church staff members, council, committee 
and team members, student leaders, 
musicians, Sunday School teachers, etc.      

8:30-9:00 Registration 
9:00-9:30 Opening Prayers in Sanctuary 
9:30-12:00  Our Highest Priority! 
Kaleidoscope Institute keynote speaker and 
group process    
12:00-1:30 Working Lunch/Roundtable and 
Re-rooting Group Discussions/Local Mission 
Planning 
1:30ς2:30 Workshop Session I 
2:45-3:45 Workshop Session II 
4:00-4:30 Sending Worship in Sanctuary  

Costs: Costs for the event are by 
congregational group.  One fee covers the 
cost for your whole group. Lunch is included.   
ω Ϸтр ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ фф 
people or less on a Sunday  
ω Ϸмлл ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ млл-
150 people on a Sunday  

¶ $175 for congregations who worship 
more than 150 people on a Sunday 

Register online beginning July 6 until Aug. 21 
(Houston) or until Sept. 14 (New Orleans) 

2009 Churchwide Assembly Update 
AUGUST 17-23, 2009  •  MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 

The Gulf Coast Lutheran is available 
online at www.gulfcoastsynod.org. 


